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E te iwi whānui me rau rangatira, tēnā 
koutou katoa 
 
I am very aware that it has been a few 
months since our last Papa Pānui, and 
much has happened, and much is coming, 
for us all who are practicing and 
participating in planning. From both the 
committee and I, we hope that this pānui 
finds everyone well. 
 
A number of challenges and opportunities 
have arisen over the last few months for 
the Papa Pounamu committee, which has 
required us to pull together and on the 
Papa Pounamu network to maintain and 
improve the position of Māori in planning, 
as well as ensuring that our Pasifika 
whānui are supported.  

We have been involved in providing 
feedback to the Ministry for the 
Environment on their guidelines regarding 
National Planning Standards, and on that 
front the committee thanks Jade Wikaira, 
Keita Kohere and Dr Naomi Simmonds for 
your mahi.  
We also have participated in discussions 
with the New Zealand Planning Institute 
on enhancing the Institute’s: 
1. Recognition of Māori, Māori values and 

perspectives, and 
2. Support to planners and practitioners 

to accommodate Māori values and 
perspectives in the planning 
profession 

It is with the former that the NZPI Board 
have agreed to co-opt the Chairperson for 
Papa Pounamu to its Board. I am 
privileged and excited for Papa Pounamu, 

and look forward to the upcoming 
December Board meeting. 
Also, the committee will be having a 
strategic workshop in November 2017 to 
prepare itself for the next five years, and 
we will be seeking input and feedback 
from the Papa Pounamu network in the 
new year on our strategy. 
 
Lastly, we wish to acknowledge and thank 
Jacky Bartley for all her mahi on the 
committee as our Tāmaki Branch co-
ordinator for the last two years. Jacky has 
done a fantastic job and we wish her all the 
best, and know that she will not be too far 
from Papa Pounamu activities.  
 
Reg Proffit - Chairperson for Papa 
Pounamu 

Chairperson Kōrero 

E te Atua  

Homai ki a mātou tōu māramatanga,  

tōu rangimarie 

tōu kaha me tōu aroha 

mō tenei wā 

Amine 
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TE KARERE 

Tauranga Moana, Tauranga Tāngata 

 

2018 NZPI Conference - Papa 
Pounamu Hui  

Tauranga Moana will be hosting next 
year’s NZPI conference, and as always 
provided at conferences will be the Papa 
Pounamu Hui.  
Tentatively the committee has identified, 
and in part confirmed, the following topics 
for the day: 

 Response to Rena oil spill  

 Creative Māori design in spaces and 
places 

 Special Housing Areas on Treaty 
Settlement Land  

 Use of Drones  

 Managing pressures in the Pacific 
Islands 

 Māori led innovative redesign of 
wastewater treatment plant 

Papa Pounamu Committee member and 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
Programme Manager Nassah Steed is 
leading the planning and arrangements 
for the hui. If there are any queries, please 
direct your correspondence to Nassah at 
nassah.steed@boprc.govt.nz 

 

Ngā Kanohi Hōu – Nau Mai 
Whakatau Mai 

New Papa Pounamu Members 

We would like to extend a warm welcome 
to our new Papa Pounamu members 

 Marina Hetaraka (Ngāti Whatua, 
Tainui) 

 Norman Hill (Waikato-Tainui) 

 Steven Sanson (Ngapuhi, Te 
Rarawa) 

 Nicola Patrick  

 

Toku Reo Toku Ohooho Toku 
Mapihi Maurea 

 

Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori – NZPI and 
Papa Pounamu Wellington 

On Tuesday 12 September, Boffa Miskell 
Wellington hosted an evening event for 40 
planners and Papa Pounamu members to 
celebrate Te Wiki o te Reo 
Māori.  Presentations from Papa Pounamu 
members on the ‘te reo Māori policy’ for 
Wellington City Council and a presentation 
on the importance of language and identity 
– our language, our people, our place.  Te 

Wiki o te Reo Māori was celebrated the 
week of 11-17 September and theme was 

‘kia ora te reo Māori’ which is to encourage 
use of the language to ensure its 
survival.  The theme was chosen to 
celebrate New Zealand’s indigenous 
greeting, and also as the words ‘Kia Ora’ are 
an exact description of the intent of the 
new partnerships for te reo Māori 
revitalisation between the Crown and 
Māori under the new Māori Language Act 
2016.  The evening was finished with a 
waiata and pronunciation session with a 
view to holding another joint event before 
Christmas.

 

Outside the Box 

NPS for Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
(Treaty of Waitangi) 

The Papa Pounamu committee are 
keen to explore with members “outside 
the box” avenues and thinking to 
enhance Māori participation and 
implementation of values and 
perspectives in New Zealand’s 
management of its natural and physical 
resources. 

Our first avenue we wish to explore with 
members is the idea of a National Policy 
Statement for the Treaty of Waitangi.  

This idea is not new and has been 
presented/proffered to the planning 
community on a number of occasions. 

What are your thoughts? What do you 
think opportunities, limitations, 
constraints, challenges, strengths, and 
weaknesses of such an NPS? 

If you wish to share your thoughts on 
the matter, Lara Taylor – Kairanghau at 
Manaaki Whenua Landcare Auckland 
will happily receive 
taylorl@landcareresearch.co.nz 

 

Ko te Māngai o te Hapori Whānui a 
Waikato

 

Mema Hōu – Norm Hill 

Norm joins the Papa Pounamu 
committee and will lead the co-
ordination of the Waikato Papa Pounamu 
Branch. 

Norms technical expertise is in 
environmental management, strategy 
and research, river and biodiversity 
restoration, environmental compliance, 
law enforcement and best practice 
corporate – cultural relationship 
engagement. He is currently engaged in a 
project that is aimed to develop a 
tikanga/cultural based framework, 
models and monitoring tools for 
freshwater planning and management. 

We welcome Norm to the committee 
knowing that he will bring this expertise, 
knowledge and mana whenua 
relationships to the group, as well as his 
general handsomeness. 

mailto:taylorl@landcareresearch.co.nz
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RMA Kōrerorero nā Nathan Capper
Welcome to another exciting and informative RMA korero. In 
this Papa Pānui we will delve into the subject of the activity 
status. Sections 77A and 87A of the RMA describe the different 
types of activities that may be included in plans.  

Permitted activities 

A permitted activity is one that is described in the RMA, 
regulations (including a national environmental standard), or a 
plan as permitted. A resource consent is not required for the 
activity if it complies with any requirements, conditions, and 
permissions specified for the permitted activity.  

Controlled activities 

A controlled activity is one that is described in the RMA, 
regulations (including a national environmental standard), or a 
plan as a controlled activity. The RMA, regulations or plan must 
specify: 

a) any requirements, conditions, and permissions with which 

the activity must comply 

b) the matters over which the consent authority has reserved 

control. 

An application for a controlled activity cannot be declined 
(except if s106 applies).  

Restricted discretionary activities 

A restricted discretionary activity is one that is described in the 
RMA, regulations (including a national environmental 
standard), or a plan as a restricted discretionary activity. An 
application for a restricted discretionary activity can be declined 
or granted (with or without conditions). The RMA, regulation or 
plan must specify both: 

 any requirements, conditions, and permissions to be 

complied with for the activity to be a restricted 

discretionary activity 

 the matters over which the council has restricted its 

discretion. 

Note that in relation to the second point, the matters of 
discretion are those matters the council can consider when 
determining to either decline a resource consent, or to grant 
consent and impose conditions. 

Discretionary activities 

An application for discretionary activity can be declined or 
granted (with or without conditions). Discretionary activities 
may: 

 be identified by listing and naming them explicitly 

(including any restrictions, conditions and permissions 

that have to be met to qualify for discretionary status) 

 be classified as such because of non-compliance with any 

restrictions, conditions and permissions for permitted, 

controlled, or restricted discretionary activities 

 be discretionary by virtue of there being no plan, proposed 

plan, relevant rule or resource consent classification for the 

activity (ss87B(1)(a) and (b)) 

 be described in a proposed plan as prohibited but that rule 

is not yet operative (s87B(1)(c)). 

An application for a discretionary activity can be notified or non-
notified. A rule in a plan can expressly provide that the 
application must be notified, or must not be notified or limited 
notified (s77D). 

Non-complying activities 

Non-complying activities are those that the RMA, regulations 
(including a national environmental standard), or a plan 
describes as non-complying. This activity status is often 
reserved for those activities where the potential adverse effects 
are great but do not necessarily warrant prohibition. An 
application for a non-complying activity can be declined or 
granted (with or without conditions). Councils can grant consent 
where an application can meet any of the following tests: 

1.    the adverse effects on the environment will be minor 
(disregarding the adverse effects on those who have given 
their written permission, and exercising the discretion to 
disregard adverse effects of the type generated by 
activities the plan permits or is permitted by a national 
environmental standard (ss104(2) and 104(3)(a)(ii)) 

2.   the application is not contrary to the objectives and 
policies of the plan, the proposed plan, or both (as 
appropriate - s104D(1)(b)) 

3.   the activity can comply with any restrictions, conditions 
and permissions specified in the Act, regulations or plan 
(s87A(5)(b)). 

Prohibited activities 

A prohibited activity is one that the RMA, regulations or a plan 
specifically describe as being prohibited. Prohibited activities 
must expressly prohibit an activity without exceptions. 

A resource consent application cannot be made for a prohibited 
activity and a consent cannot be granted. The prohibited 
activity status is the most restrictive of any activity status and 
therefore must be used with care. The decision to use it should 
be backed with strong evidence of its necessity, including 
justification through objectives and policies. 

While prohibited status would require a plan change to allow 
prohibited activities to take place, the plan change process 
should not be used as an alternative resource consent process 
(source: Quality planning, 2017). www.qualityplanning.org.nz  

http://www.qualityplanning.org.nz/
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A recent event ‘Māori led development in the Bay of Plenty’ was held at Jasmax (Architects, 
Urban Design, interiors and landscape) in Tauranga with guest speakers including Papa 
Pounamu member Rameka Alexander-Tu’inukuafe (Kaihautu Whaihanga, Jasmax), Victoria 
Kingi (Nga Potiki iwi), and Kereama Taepa (Māori Creative). This event was sponsored by 
Jasmax and was part of the local NZIA local branch Festival of Architecture 2017 
programme. The kaupapa of the discussion was to showcase the potential of Māori led 
development in the Bay of Plenty region.  

Rameka presented a new University of Waikato Tertiary Campus project underway in 
Tauranga CBD (estimated $55m project value) which fostered a strong partnership between 

iwi/hapu, the university, local councils/community 
trusts and the project design team. The outcome of 
which has been a successful iwi/hapu engagement 
process which has been beneficial for all roopu 
involved. 

Victoria showcased new housing – papa kainga 
developments of a range of scales from small 
developments to a large new housing development 
‘Manawa’ led by Nga Potiki a Tamapahore Trust – 50 
acres, 240 sites, 30% Nga Potiki Housing. She also 
discussed the imminent Te Tumu development 
which is largely iwi owned and Victoria encouraged 
mainstream developers to partner up with iwi to 
realise the potential of that development. 

Kereama is a talented creative who works across a range of medium including 3D printing, virtual reality, animation, 
sculpture and who has exhibited in a number of national galleries. He has also worked with local councils in Rotorua, 
and currently teaches at Toi Ohomai in Rotorua. Kereama seeks to bring Māori design into everyday objects and 
spaces.  

The key learnings of the hui included that in order to successfully 
implement Māori led developments it is necessary for all partners to be 
involved and engaged with tikanga Māori and how this can be best utilised 
within current development and planning frameworks.  The Bay of Plenty 
is leading the way nationally in terms of getting Maori led developments 
across the line and this in large 
part to the strong collaboration 
between local government, 
councils and iwi/hapu. The ability 
for a cross disciplinary approach 
to solving issues and coming up 
with innovative solutions to 
unlock the potential of Māori 
land is crucial, and the examples 

showcased on the night by Kereama, Rameka and Victoria provide some 
good precedents to follow. The event was well supported by Tauranga City 
Council, Bay of Plenty regional Council, Tourism Bay of Plenty, iwi and hapu, 
local architects, creatives, planners, as well as well-known local developers 
and business people. 
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NZPI CPD Program – Planning for Maori 
Values 
Over the last few months, Papa Pounamu Committee members James Whetu and 
Jade Wikaira have been travelling 
around New Zealand delivering the 
NZPI Course - Planning for Māori 

Values: An Update. 

Both James and Jade have aimed to deliver the courses with mana whenua so that 

the courses and relevant and specific to the needs, aspirations and established 

arrangements between local authorities and iwi. 

The most recent course was on 15 September 2017 in Invercargill, and it was the 

first for James and Jade in co-facilitating the delivery of the course together. They 

were joined by mana whenua representative Stevie-Rae Blair, Māori 

Environmental Officer for Te Ao Mārama, who outlined the specific Māori values, 

mana whenua aspirations and issues, and the established arrangements between 

Te Ao Mārama, local authorities and Ngai Tāhu.  

After listening to Stevie-Rae, James and Jade had then framed the course to 

support the application and consideration of those mana whenua values and aspirations within the differing planning practices and 

roles performed by those in attendence at the course, who were a mixture of consent planning, policy planner, regulaotry manager, 

scientist and graduates. 

The last course for the year will in Auckland on the 6th November 2017. James and Jade are anticipating a large attendance in 

Auckland, similar to the numbers in Invercargill, and will co-facilitate the delivery of the course again at Heritage Auckland. If you are 

interested in doing the course in Auckland, click on the link and follow the instructions described and register your interest 

 https://www.planning.org.nz/Event?Action=View&Event_id=891 

 

 

https://www.planning.org.nz/Event?Action=View&Event_id=891

